
It has been said that oppression is most easily 
recognized through resistance, and if we accept this as 
true our task becomes clear. If we want to live our lives 

free from constant surveillance, control and 
exploitation then we must actively disrupt the 

functioning of the dominant system. We must create 
and expand "no-go zones", kicking the police out of 
neighborhoods and destroying the infrastructure of 

capitalism, piece-by-piece. The alternative is nothing 
more than the pathetic and degrading monotony of 

obedience.
 

~Insurrgent Virus: Insurrectionary Anarchists 
of the Coast Salish Territories :September 8, 2004~ 

I.D.A.P.B
International Day Against 

Police and (Their) Brutality

This

is

fucking

class

war



TO BE CLEAR- WE ARE ANTI COP.
WE ARE NOT AMONG THOSE ASKING FOR 

FRIENDLIER FACES, BETTER 
PROGRAMS, OR LESS BRUTALITY. 
WE HOLD NO FAITH IN A SYSTEM 

INHERENTLY STRUCTURED TO SUPPRESS 
ANYTHING THAT OPPOSES IT.

NO INQUIRY WILL VALIDATE THIS.
WE EMBRACE THE ANGER THAT RAGES 

AGAINST THIS SYSTEM.
WE ARE VALIDATED EVERY DAY IN OUR 

INTERACTIONS WITH COMRADES AND 
ACCOMPLICES THAT STRUGGLE TO BE 

FREE.
THERE ARE NO ‘BAD APPLES’: ALL THE 
APPLES ARE BAD WHEN ROOTED IN A 

SYSTEM OF CONTROL AND 
EXPLOITATION.

AND DON’T BE A FOOL: THIS IS CLASS 
WAR.

WE DEMAND NOTHING: THERE IS NO 
HANDOUT THAT WILL SATISFY OUR 

DESIRE TO DETERMINE OUR OWN LIVES: 
OUR OWN PLACES.

NO REFORM. NO COMPROMISE. NO 
DEMANDS. NO PIGS.

payback time...

The night’s events were a 
distinct break from the everyday 
routine of submission to police 

control and murder.
-comment about the 2005 IDAPB 

demo in Vancouver

It's



The International Day Against Police Brutality occurs 
each March 15th.  The first IDAPB happened in 1997, and is 
often linked back to March 15 1996 when two children, aged 
11 and 12, were beaten to death by police in Switzerland.

Organized initially by Montreal's Collective Opposed to 
Police Brutality (COPB) and Switzerland's Black Flag, M15 
demonstrations have been held in Belleville, Calgary, Guelph, 
Trois-Rivières, Toronto, Winnipeg and Vancouver.  Outisde of 
Canada, IDAPB events have taken place in Argentina, France, 
Mexico, Switzerland, the United Kingdom, the United States 
amongst other countries.

IDAPB focuses on both the denounciation of police 
brutality, but also serves to create and strengthen ties 
between groups that work to eliminate the forces of social 
control.  While the IDAPB is effective in countering the myths 
promoted by the government and the media about the 
positive values of a police force, it also helps to break the 
isolation of groups and individuals who are subjected to 
repression on a daily basis.  

March 15th the Streets 
Are Ours!

And so far this year...

January 21, 2010
Yao Wei Wu

Two police officers in plain clothes broke into his home, 
woke Yao up and dragged him into the street, where they 
proceeded to beat him up.  Yao suffered fractures to his face 
that caused his eyes to swell shut, as well as injuries to his legs 
and back.  Yao's wife says that she has suffered serious 
psychological trauma from witnessing the event.

Vancouver police responded with an apology, stating that 
the officers had been summoned to a domestic-violence 
incident but got the address wrong.

February 25, 2010
Silas Rogers

Rogers, a 20 year old UBC student, was arrested on 
February 23rd for being intoxicated in a public place.  He was 
released from custody at 3:30am on February 24th, and the 
RCMP stated that while he was detained he fell several times. 
Rogers died the next day after being found unconscious in his 
UBC residence.  

"We are not calling for a protest or a demonstration. Our 
purpose is not to whine to the media about how awful 
the police are. Instead, we want to open up space for 
people that are directly affected by police brutality to 

express their anger and take action"

Excerpt from the Vancouver callout by the Independent 
IDAPB Organizing Group 2005

things need to change!



IDAPB demos have been held in Vancouver since 2003.  While 
the IDAPB has not yet brought out large numbers of the 

Vancouver community, those who have attended made their 
feelings about the pigs clear.  Cops have had their cars pelted 

with eggs, the Main Street station was re-decorated with 
paintbombs, and firecrackers set off in the street.  Victory 

Square, Main Street, East Hastings and downtown Vancouver 
have all been taken over as people took to the streets.

Members of the indigenous community have called out the 
Vancouver police for what they are: an occupying force on 

Native land.  But beyond the obvious issue of police brutality, 
Vancouver's IDAPB marches have sought to highlight the 

underlying problem – the systems of social control that the 
cops are paid to defend.  While the VPD serves the government 

in the battle for control of the city, using legislation like the 
Safe Streets Act and the continual gentrification of our 

neighbourhoods as part of their weapons arsenal, we will 
continue to fight back.  The IDAPB demo is only one of our own 

methods of resistance.  

Welcome to the West 
Coast Class War

September 18, 2009
Bill Gillespie

Bill Gillespie was shot by an RCMP officer after being 
pulled over for an unexplained traffic stop. Gillespie and a 
friend were returning from an Alcoholic's Anonymous meeting 
when they encountered plainsclothes officers in unmarked 
vehicles.  According to an eyewitness, after exiting the vehicle 
Gillespie had dropped down to his knees, had his arms raised, 
and was being compliant and non-aggressive when he was 
shot.  The RCMP have not released any reason for pulling the 
car over, much less the shooting.

September 26, 2009
Rodney Jackson

Jackson was shot dead by RCMP who had hunted him 
down to his grandfather's cabin outside of Hazelton.  Jackson 
was said to be armed – with a long gun that he likely was using 
for hunting in the woods.  He was shot while the officers were 
executing his arrest.

September 30, 2009
Unknown

A 41 year old farmer was shot and killed by the RCMP 
who had cordoned off his home in Buick Creek.  The police had 
kept the area locked down for almost 5 days when the 
individual attempted to break out of the containment.  Police 
rationalized their actions by stating that they did not want the 
man to exit the area with a rifle.

October 9, 2009
Unknown

Eye-witness video shows the Abbotsford Police 
Department using excessive force in apprehending two 
individuals outside of a local home. The five minute video 
clearly depicts an individual on the ground being kicked on the 
head and in the ribs, as well as the unprovoked officers 
standing and kneeling on the heads, backs and hands of the 
civilians.



March 13, 2009
Michael Vann Hubbard

Two officers shot and killed 58-year-old Hubbard, 
suspecting him of a nearby auto break-in. While the VPD claims 
that Vann Hubbard held an X-Acto knife, eyewitness accounts 
state that he was standing unarmed and was non-aggressive 
towards his killers.

May 8th, 2009
Cassandra Rowell

28-year-old Cassandra Rowell was shot multiple times in 
the parking lot of a Chilliwack mall after being pursued by 
police.  Her car was boxed in by 4 undercover and unmarked 
vehicles that open fire upon her and her passenger as she 
attempted to escape their containment.  Rowell was alleged to 
be in possession of stolen property.

July 14, 2009
Kenneth Baines

Kenneth Baines was shot in the head by an RCMP officer. 
After arriving at a location that was under police surveillance, a 
team of unmarked vehicles attempted to box in Baines' car, and 
officers opened fire during their attempt to arrest him.  Baines 
succumbed to his injuries in the hospital the next day.

Cops=Pigs=Murderers
We will not forget:We will fight

The modern concept of Community Based Policing has 
insidious roots dating back to an era marked by social conflict 
and political violence. Based primarily on a reaction to the 
urban rioting, assassinations, and gang violence of the 60’s in 
the States, reform orientated activists decried the lack of police 
responsiveness and representation of minority populations. To 
squelch any real revolutionary change to the system of social 
control, the state imposed a program of ‘Community Policing’; 
ostensibly to represent community interest and desire. 

As a direct response to the defiance of police control, 
and ultimately the state, the community policing philosophy 
and their centers surfaced as hubs of recuperation, ensuring 
that the values and actions of the state are maintained. No real 
change to social conditions that premeditated these situations 
changed, and the valid rage that was felt against the imposed 
system of exploitation was successfully pacified.  

These beginnings are important to acknowledge because 
the idea that local CPCs were developed by and for the 
community is intentional deception. They were, and are, state 
imposed ‘solutions’ and recuperative efforts to maintain the 
dominant social order. For example, the Grandview-Woodland 
CPC was not ‘invited’ by the community, no community 
consultation ever occurred. Much like democracy, community 
policing is tokenistic involvement and a sweeter pill to swallow. 

Community Policing is based upon values such as 
snitching, infiltration and protection of property.It has always 
been designed and implemented by the state, to serve their 
desires, and will never be an avenue for liberation or security.

Only when we stop relying on outside forces to dictate 
our lives and our communities will be able to find what has 
been missing in our lives: sincere connection with others, 
positive communities, and our own volition to determine our 
own lives. 

Same shit 
Different pile

September 18, 2009
Eugene Knight

Eugene Knight was shot to death by the VPD after 
receiving a phone call reporting a domestic dispute at Knight's 
home.  Upon arrival, police broke into 
the apartment and proceeded to taze, 
shoot and kill Knight.  His 13 year old 
daughter was in the apartment at the 
time.




